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The European Bird Census Council (EBCC), the Centro Italiano Studi Ornitologici (CISO), the
Associazione FaunaViva and LIPU/BirdLife Italy are pleased to invite you to attend the 17
International Conference of the EBCC, which will be held in Chiavenna (Sondrio), Italy, from 17
to 22 April 2007. The official language of the Conference will be English.

At the moment we have more than 200 ornithologists registered and we have received more
than 150 contributions. Approximately 100 oral presentations have been organized in 7
sessions, 10 symposia, 5 round tables and 2 workshops, as scheduled below.

1. CONFERENCE DAILY PROGRAM

The conference will be divided into plenary sessions or parallel symposia, poster sessions,
workshops and round tables.

This program is almost definitive. However it could be modified and changes will be
communicated as soon as possible on the Conference website.

17 April, Tuesday:

20.00 onwards

19 April, Thursday:

DINNER IN TOWN (on your charge)

8.00-19.00: Arrival and registration at Conference Centre, Poster Hang-up (in Chiavenna)
11.30-12.00: Presentation of the city of Chiavenna and the activities during the Conference
14.30-18.00: EBCC ExCo Meeting
18.30: Welcome by the EBCC Chairman and by the Conference Chairman.
Administration authorities and local sponsor greetings. Presentation of the city
of Chiavenna and the activities during the Conference
20.00: Welcome party at the Conference Centre
18 April, Wednesday:
8.00 - 8.15 SHORT CONFERENCE WELCOME Conference Center
8.15 - 10.15 Plenary Session Conference Center
10.15 - 10.45 COFFEE BREAK Conference Center
10.45 - 12.15 Plenary Session Conference Center
12.15-13.45 LUNCH Conference Center
13.45 - 16.00 Symposia, Workshop and round tables Conference Center, Pestalozzi Palace,
Cappuccini Rooms
16.00 - 16.45 COFFEE BREAK Conference Center
16.45 - 19.00 Symposia, Workshop and round tables Conference Center, Pestalozzi Palace,
Cappuccini Rooms
19.00 - 20.00 POSTER SESSION - ROUND 1 Cappuccini Hall

8.00 - 10.00 Symposia, Workshop and round tables Conference Center, Pestalozzi Palace,
Cappuccini Rooms

10.00 - 10.45 COFFEE BREAK Conference Center

10.45 - 13.00 Symposia, Workshop and round tables Conference Center, Pestalozzi Palace,
Cappuccini Rooms

13.00 - 14.30 LUNCH Conference Center

14.30 - 16.00 EBCC BOARD MEETING including discussion of the new constitution

Conference Center

16.00 - 16.30 COFFEE BREAK Conference Center

16.30 - 17.45 POSTER SESSION - ROUND 2 Cappuccini Hall

17.45 - 20.00 Symposia, Workshop and round tables Conference Center, Pestalozzi Palace,

20.00 - onwards
20 April, Friday:

DINNER IN TOWN (on your charge)

Conference Field Trip
Aperitif at the Natural Reserve of Pian di Spagna and Lago di Mezzola
Dinner at “Crotti” typical restaurant

Cappuccini Rooms
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21 April, Saturday:

8.00 - 10.15 Symposia, Workshop and round tables Conference Center, Pestalozzi Palace,
Cappuccini Rooms

10.15 - 11.00 COFFEE BREAK (Conference centre) Conference Center

11.00 - 13.15 Symposia, Workshop and round tables Conference Center, Pestalozzi Palace,
Cappuccini Rooms

13.15 - 14.45 LUNCH Conference Center

14.45 - 16.15 Symposia, Workshop and round tables Cappuccini Rooms

16.15-17.00 COFFEE BREAK Cappuccini Hall

17.00 - 18.30 Symposia, Workshop and round tables Cappuccini Rooms

18.30 - 19.00 CLOSING REMARKS Cappuccini Hall

19.00 - 20.30 BREAK

20.30 - 20.40 THANKS AND PRIZE GIVING Conference Center

20.40 - onward CLOSING BANQUET Conference Center

22 April, Sunday:

Departure

EBCC Board Meeting

A Board Meeting of the European Bird Census Council (EBCC) will take place on 19 April 2007,
in the early afternoon. Delegates of the EBCC are strongly encouraged to attend in their
capacity as country representatives. Other Conference participants are cordially invited to
attend as well.

2. SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM

The details of the final scientific program are given in appendix to this circular. This program
could however be modified, according to eventual renounces of the participants.

The Scientific Committee have accepted all the abstracts submitted; the eventual changes to
the authors’ proposals (oral contribution/poster) were noticed to the single participant by the
Conference Secretariat.

The contributions have been divided in 7 sessions, 10 symposia, 2 workshops and 5 round
tables. The final titles of session, symposia, workshop and round tables are listed below (in
brackets the date):

Sessions:

Abundance estimation and bird conservation (Wed. 18 April)

Raptor population monitoring (Wed. 18 April)

Long term trends (Wed. 18 April)

Forest bird monitoring and conservation (Thu. 19 April)

Farmland bird monitoring and conservation (Thu. 19 April)

Landscape perspectives on bird monitoring and conservation (Sat. 21 April)
Birds facing climate change (Sat. 21 April)

NounswNH=

Symposia:
New techniques and advances (Wed. 18 April)

New results and emerging issues (Wed. 18 April)

Spatial modelling of count and distribution data (Thu. 19 April)
From monitoring birds to influencing policy (Thu. 19 April)
Constant effort sites (Thu. 19 April)

Monitoring migrants for conservation (Thu. 19 April)

Designing monitoring schemes (Sat. 21 April)

Site monitoring and conservation (Sat. 21 April)

Monitoring and atlas news (Sat. 21 April)

0. Target species (Sat. 21 April)

HOONOU AWM=

Workshops:
1. Pan-European Common Bird Monitoring (PECBM) updates (Thu. 19 April)

2. Monitoring uplands and montane birds (Sat. 21 April)

3
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Round tables:

European Seabird Indicator (Wed. 18 April)

Raptor population monitoring programs and techniques (Wed. 18 April)
Establishing of migratory bird Pan-European phenological network
PECBM goes East: the SEED bird indicators project

EBCC Spatial modelling working group

aua b wWwNBE

Poster session —posters will be hanged up on the arrival date (17 April) and will be displayed
during the whole Conference. The poster session will take place at Cappuccini Hall, in the city
centre, and will be divided in two rounds: 1) Wednesday 18 April (19.00-20.00) and 2)
Thursday 19 April (16.45-17.30).

The Conference participants are invited to attend at least one of the poster session and to vote
for the best poster.

3. MID-CONFERENCE FIELD TRIP

On Friday April 20" there will be a break of the scientific program and some all-day long
excursions are planned with the kind cooperation of local protected areas: four ornithological
excursions and one cultural excursion. The planned excursions are:

Nature Reserve of Pian di Spagna and Lago di Mezzola: is the most important
Ramsar site in the Alpine area of Italy. The about 4 hour excursion consists in two
different perspectives of the Natural Reserve: the first one, inside the protected area,
will allow the participants to closely observe the habitats of the river and the lake,
together with the characteristic aquatic plants that hosts a lot of waterbird species; the
second one, along a path from the Natural Reserve borders, will offer a global
panoramic sight of Pian di Spagna and its elaborate water system from a spectacular
point of view, on the top of Sasso di Dascio.

Natural Park of Orobie Valtellinesi: Excursion in Val Gerola, from Pescegallo (1454
m a.s.l.) toward Val Tornella (about 200-300 m height difference). The participants will
walk with snow-shoes (through a path along a wonderful mountain Spruce forest with
Silver firs and Larches, and a more open area with mountain pines and
Rhododendrum). In the area several species breed: Black Woodpecker, Boreal Owil,
Tengmalm's Owl, Crested Tit, Willow Tit, Eurasian Treecreeper. There is the possibility
to meet also Hazel Grouses and Black Grouses. The excursion is not particularly difficult
but people not used to mountain excursion could find it tiring.

Stelvio National Park: the itinerary has to be defined with the Park guides, according
to the weather conditions. Further details on the trip programs will be soon available on
the Conference website. The Stelvio National Park is the largest among the oldest
Italian parks and still is the most extended on the Alpine ridge. It stretches on the heart
of the Central Alps and comprehends characteristics valleys shaped by ices and melt
waters flowing downhill from the imposing massif of the Ortles-Cevedale group. Many
rare animal and plant species live in wide ecosystems present in territory varying
thanks to remarkable differences in height. You could find a great number of bird
species, such as the chough, the raven, and the crow. There are woodpeckers,
capercaillies, and hazel grouses. There are also some birds of prey: the buzzard, the
sparrowhawk, and the owl. Various couples of golden eagles are nesting on
breathtaking walls and now it is also possible to see also the lammergeyer.

Tracciolino: Departure point: Novate Mezzola - 200 m a.s.l. Maximum height of the
excursion: 920 m a.s.l. Tracciolino is a panoramic path at a middle altitude, that joins
the two alpine valleys of Val Codera and Val dei Ratti. Set on an old hydroelectric
railway, the path has an high historic value and it was also an important itinerary used
by Italian partisan during the Second World War. It allows a panoramic view on
Valchiavenna, on Monte Legnone and on Natural Reserve of Pian di Spagna and Lago di
Mezzola. The participants will walk on an easy mule track, even if often exposed, and
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will meet alternatively open areas and narrow passages with galleries. Valle Codera and
Valle dei Ratti host typical alpine bird species, but the low altitude of the path is
planned to observe many species, like the Wallcreeper, Blue Rock-Thrush and Rock
Bunting. The path is easy, but in April it's likely to find some ice covered areas. The
excursion is not particularly difficult but it is quite long and people not used to mountain
excursions could find it very tiring.

Guided visit to Chiavenna city and surroundings: a guided visit to the ancient town
centre to discover the most striking parts, from the many little squares with the typical
pavement to the fountains and the potstone portals; guided visit to the museum of "The
Mill of Bottonera"; Easy and nice walk to Acquafraggia falls, to relax in the nature and
have lunch. There is the possibility to trek on an easy equipped path along the falls.
Visit to both the two potstone and flax weaving craft laboratories: practical show of the
flax transformation by ancient methods and tools Guided visit to Vertemate - Franchi
Palace, wonderful masterpiece of the Renaissance, with wide fresco painted hall, sited
in a beautiful natural setting.

Every excursion is intended for a maximum number of 50 people; it is possible to book the
excursion in advance sending the apposite form by e-mail to the Conference Secretariat
(ebcc2007@faunaviva.it); the form (the same as the hotel reservation one) is available on the
Conference website at the page http://www.faunaviva.it/EBCC/EBCCAccomodationEN.aspx.
The excursion registration will be also possible at the desk at the arrive or during the
Conference, until the reach of the maximum number of people.

Please note: A packed lunch (included in the Conference fee and provided by the Conference
organization) will be provided; Bus transportation from and to the excursion departure point (included in
the Conference fee) will be provided for the ornithological excursions. The additional costs of the museum
and the ancient palace entrance will be paid by the participants of the guided visit of Chiavenna.

4. OTHER EVENTS

Before or during the Conference time some collateral events in Chiavenna city centre will take
place, both for the Conference participants and for local people. This initiatives will allow
participants to enjoy the town and the local reality. We suggest you to attend as many events
as possible, to live at the best the possibilities offered by the local context.

To encourage the involvement in these events the Organizing Committee will award one
participant randomly selected among those who will attend all the foreseen events (except for
the birdwatching contest, see below). The prize will be a telescope Kowa, kindly provided by
Auriga.

BIRDWATCHING CONTEST

In the weekend before the Conference (13-15 April 2007) a bird watching festival, organized
by the Natural Reserve of Pian di Spagna, will take place. On April 15" an international
birdwatching contest with interesting prizes will take place in the Natural Reserve area. The
contest is also open to the EBCC Conference participants. The details and the regulation will be
available on the Conference website.

The registration to the contest is possible by writing an e-mail to the Natural Reserve address
(piandispagna@libero.it), specifying "BW contest registration” as subject. The e-mail text must
include the personal data of every participant (Name, Last name, Birth date, Address).

The registration deadline is April 13" 2007.
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ORNITHOLOGICAL DRAWING COMPETITION

The Organizing Committee announces an ornithological drawing competition. Every technique
is allowed. The details and the regulation will be available on the Conference website (visit the
page http://www.faunaviva.it/EBCC/EBCCDrawCompEN.aspx). The competition is open to all
interested artists, also the EBCC Conference participants. The registration form is available on
the Conference web site.

The drawings will be shown at Pretorio Palace, in the city centre, during the whole Conference.
All the participants are invited to visit the exhibition and to vote for their favourite drawings.
The prize-giving will be held on Sunday 22" at 15.00 at Victoria Theatre in Chiavenna, with
the intervention of local authorities and sponsors.

CHILDREN DRAWING EXHIBITION

An exhibition of local school children ornithological drawings is planned from the beginning of
the Pian di Spagna Birdwatching Festival to the end of the EBCC Conference. During the
Festival the exhibition will take place at the Natural Reserve headquarter; since April 16™ until
April 22" the drawings will be shown at Cappuccini Cloister, in the deconsecrated church, in
Chiavenna.

All the participants are invited to visit the exhibition and to vote for their favourite drawings.
The competition prize-giving will be held on April 22" in the afternoon at the Victoria Theatre
in Chiavenna.

BIRD PHOTO EXHIBITION

During the whole Conference the shopkeepers along the main street in Chiavenna will show a
bird photo exhibition in their shop-windows. The pictures, on the bird species of the near
alpine area (Valtellina), are kindly provided by an Italian naturalistic photographer, Andrea
Micheli. This way we hope to encourage the curiosity of local people about birds and the
Conference.

All the participants are invited to visit the exhibition, walking along the beautiful streets of
Chiavenna.

5. PRIZE-GIVINGS
The Organizing Committee will award:

Best poster author (one telescope Kowa, kindly provided by Auriga) — the poster will be
based on the participants’ votes.

One participant randomly selected among those who will attend all the foreseen
collateral events (one telescope Kowa, kindly provided by Auriga) - every participant
will have a card which the staff will stamp on after the partaking to the events.

The prize-givings will take place at Hotel Aurora, on April 21%, before the closing banquet.

6. CONFERENCE LOCATIONS

All the Conference places are in Chiavenna and easily reachable by foot or by shuttle. A map of
Chiavenna will be given to every participants at the arrival; a map of the Conference activity
locations is available on the Conference website
(http://www.faunaviva.it/EBCC/EBCCFacilitiesEN.aspx). During the whole Conference two free
shuttles will be available for the participants’ daily movements.

Conference Centre: The Conference will take place in Hotel Aurora Multiservice, a large
hotel with many facilities. The Conference hall has a capacity of 300 people. All of the
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plenary sessions and some of the foreseen symposia will be held at the Conference
centre.

Cappuccini cloister: kindly offered by the Comunita Montana Valchiavenna, is an ancient
and deconsecrated cloister in the city centre. There will be the availability of: a hall for
the poster display; three 100-people rooms for the parallel symposia; the
deconsecrated church for the children drawing exhibition.

Pestalozzi Palace: kindly offered by the local administration (Comune di Chiavenna), it
is an ancient palace in the centre of Chiavenna; it overlooks the Mera river and has a
large hall painted with beautiful frescos where some of the foreseen symposia will take
place.

Pretorio Palace: kindly offered by the local administration (Comune di Chiavenna), it is
an ancient palace in the centre of Chiavenna where the ornithological drawing exhibition
will be held during the whole Conference.

7. ACCOMMODATIONS

To welcome all the participants to the Conference (more than 200 ornithologists), the
Organizing Committee, through the local tourist agency, has involved the hotels in Chiavenna
and surroundings. The hotels and the accommodation conditions are listed below; maps of
hotel locations are available on the Conference website at the page
http://www.faunaviva.it/EBCC/EBCCAccomodationEN.aspx.

Chiavenna:

- Hotel Aurora Multiservice (Conference centre)***: five minutes by foot from the city
centre. A single room will cost 45,00 Euros per night, a multiple room 38,00 Euros per
person/night (both prices are breakfast included). http://www.albergoaurora.it/

- Hotel Conradi***: in Chiavenna, near the city centre. A single room will cost 45,00
Euros per night, a multiple room 38,00 Euros per person/night (both prices are
breakfast included). http://www.hotel-conradi.com/

- Hotel Crimea***: in the centre of Chiavenna. A single room will cost 40,00 Euros per
night, a double room 35,00 Euros per person/night, a triple room 30,00 Euros per
person/night (prices are breakfast included). http://www.hotelcrimea.net/

- Hotel Flora**: in Chiavenna, near the rail station. A single room will cost 41,00 Euros
per night, a master bedroom used as single room 50,00 Euros per night, a double room
34,00 Euros per person/night, a multiple room 29,00 Euros per person/night (prices are
breakfast included). http://www.florahotel.com/

Prosto di Piuro (near Chiavenna):

- Hotel Piuro***; about 100 m far from the Conference centre. A single room will cost
45,00 Euros per night, a multiple room 38,00 Euros per person/night (both prices are
breakfast included). http://www.albergo-piuro.com/

Verceia (about 18 km from Chiavenna):

- Saligari***: in a beautiful position, it overlooks the Mezzola lake, 400 m off the main
street. A double room like single room will cost 65,00 Euros per night, a double room
70,00 Euros per night, a superior double room 85,00 Euros per night, a multiple room
110,00 Euros per night (prices are per room, breakfast included; multiple rooms can
accommodate up to four people). www.hotelsaligari.com

- Hotel La Barcaccia**: near the rail station in Verceia. Only double rooms, 25,00 Euros
per person/night (breakfast included). http://www.ristorantelabarcaccia.com/
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Payment: the Conference fee doesn’t cover the accommodation costs. The bill will be paid by
the participants directly to the hotel before leaving. Only the hotel staff is in charged to make
accommodation receipts.

Transportations: During the whole Conference two free little busses will be available for the
participants’ daily movements. For participants who will have the accommodation in Verceia an
additional free transportation will be available twice a day (in the morning before the beginning
of the Conference works, in the evening at the end of the activities).

Daily public transportation Verceia-Chiavenna are also available (train and bus): the time
schedules and the ticket rates will be soon available on the Conference website at the page
http://www.faunaviva.it/EBCC/EBCCAccomodationEN.aspx.

To reserve the rooms at the chosen hotel, please fill in every part of the apposite reservation
form and send it by e-mail to the Conference Secretariat (ebcc2007@faunaviva.it), specifying
“Hotel reservation” as subject; the form is available on the Conference website at the page
http://www.faunaviva.it/EBCC/EBCCAccomodationEN.aspx.

Please note: Only completely filled forms will be accepted as official reservations. The priority will
be assigned on the base of the sending time. In case of the chosen hotel is full, the Conference
Secretariat will directly contact you to study an alternative accommodation.

In case you have already booked a room, please write an e-mail to the Conference Secretariat
specifying the hotel name and the number of reserved rooms.

8. REGISTRATION FEES

If you aren’t already registered you can fill in the on-line registration form and pay the
registration fee (http://www.faunaviva.it/EBCC/EBCCRegIntroEN.aspx).

Online registration will close on 31 March 2007.

Registration fee:

Late (between 17 December 2006 - 31 March 2007): 240 €.
Desk registration at the Conference: 280 €.

Accompanying people fee (containing total costs for lunches and social events):

Late (between 17 December 2006 - 31 March 2007): 120 €.
Desk registration at the Conference: 140 €.

The registration fee will cover: costs associated with the Conference itself; all coffee breaks
(AM/PM); lunches during the three full Conference days (on 18, 19 and 21 April); Conference
services; the proceedings and some Conference material; welcome party and dinner on 17
April; one day field trip with packed lunch on 20 April; closing banquet on 21 April.

The registration fee will not cover: accommodation costs; dinner on 18, 19 and 20 April
(the village offers several possibilities to eat a cheap dinner at about 10-15 euros, or more if
you like. A list of places that will offer special prices for the Conference participants will be
soon available on the web site).

Please note: The accompanying people fee doesn’t include the Conference materials.

Conference fees should be payable to a bank account or by credit card; the payment at the
desk during the Conference will be possible only in cash. The details for the payment are
available on the Conference website.

Payment conditions: Conference fees should be payable:

1. By credit card

Please note: If you pay by credit card, a commission will be added to the total payment
(3,4% of the total amount + 0,39 Euro per transaction). The commission will be
automatically calculated filling the on line registration form.
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2. To a bank account (in Euro)

Name and address of the bank:

Banca Popolare di Milano

Via Madonna, 32

I-20017, Rho (MI) - Italy

Ag. 00074

Account No.: 000000018719

IBAN account for foreign participants: IT 65 H 05584 20500 000000018719
Please fill the cause field with: “"Bird Numbers 2007 registration”.

Note: Please send a copy of the bank transfer receipt to the Conference Secretariat via fax
(+390287386214) or via e-mail (ebcc2007@faunaviva.it) to confirm the success of the
payment. Please also specify the name of ALL the participants and the accompanying
people you paid for in the text of the fax or in the e-mail.

Cancellation policy: All cancellations must be sent to the Conference Secretariat by fax or e-
mail by the deadlines specified. Refund will be made after the event as follows:

« before 1 March 2007: 70% refund
 between 1 March - 31 March 2007: 40% refund
« after 1 April 2007: no refund

Participants who are unable to attend the congress at the last minute are therefore advised to
encourage another member of their staff to attend in their place.

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE

The committee will include: Anny Anselin; Emiliano Arcamone; Fausto Barbagli; Hans-Glinther Bauer;
Giovanni Boano; Pierandrea Brichetti; Ian Burfield; Maria Filomena Caliendo; Claudio Celada; Przemek
Chylarecki; Elisabetta de Carli; Mauro Fasola; Ruud Foppen; Lorenzo Fornasari; Fulvio Fraticelli; Paolo
Galeotti; Richard Gregory; Ward Hagemeijer; Frédéric Jiguet; Giuseppe La Gioia; Ake Lindstrém; Bruno
Massa; Francesco Mezzavilla; Toni Mingozzi; Alexander Mischenko; David Noble; Uygar Ozesmi; Diego
Rubolini; Riccardo Santolini; Alberto Sorace; Fernando Spina; Guido Tellini Florenzano; Carlo Violani &
Petr Vorisek.

LOCAL ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

The committee will include: Lorenzo Fornasari - Chairman; Pierandrea Brichetti; Lia Buvoli; Elisabetta de
Carli; Mauro Fasola; Toni Mingozzi; Guido Tellini Florenzano & Vittorio Vigorita.

Postal Address For Correspondence:

Bird Numbers 2007 - Conference Secretariat
Lia Buvoli

Elisabetta de Carli

Elisa Vallinotto

c/o Associazione FaunaViva
Viale Sarca 78

20125, Milano - ITALY

Phone: +39 02 87386213

Fax: +39 02 87386214

e-mail: ebcc2007@faunaviva.it
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